associated symptoms in patients with nephritis (5). Variability in these findings can be explained by the different ethnic background of the studied sample. We have studied associated symptoms in 71 patients with lupus nephritis and 142 SLE patients without renal involvement. This sample includes all lupus patients with nephritis followed in the last five years in our service, with biopsy proven disease except for those already admitted in class 6. All included patients fulfilled at least 4 lupus classification criteria of the 
associated symptoms in patients with nephritis (5) . Variability in these findings can be explained by the different ethnic background of the studied sample. We have studied associated symptoms in 71 patients with lupus nephritis and 142 SLE patients without renal involvement. This sample includes all lupus patients with nephritis followed in the last five years in our service, with biopsy proven disease except for those already admitted in class 6. All included patients fulfilled at least 4 lupus classification criteria of the To the Editor Lupus nephritis is the strongest predictor of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) patient's morbidity and mortality with a prevalence varying from 31 to 65% according to the studied population (1) . As the onset of lupus nephritis is usually silent, knowing possible association with others symptoms is useful in order to keep of better vigilance on patients with higher possibility to develop it. Pistiner et al described that lupus patients with nephritis also have an increased frequency of other severe lupus manifestations (2). According to Huong et al, in a study of 180 patients with lupus renal involvement, patients with nephritis suffered more commonly from malar rash, psychosis, myocarditis, pericarditis, lymphadenopathy and hypertension. Seizures, thrombocytopenia and secondary fibromyalgia were less frequent in these patients (3). Some investigators have proposed that rheumatoid like arthritis are associated with lower incidence of renal disease (4); in an opposite way, others have found that articular complaints are the commonest In the studied population psychosis, pericarditis and alopecia were more common in nephritis patients than in those without it. Lupus patients having these symptoms should be carefully followed for nephritis development.
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